
MIDDLETOWN 
ROOTS IN THE TIME 

OF THE REVOLUTION



DOCUMENTING YOUR ANCESTOR’S 
SERVICE



STATE LEVEL RECORDS



DONATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE CAUSE

• If a receipt made its way to the 
Connecticut State Archives, it may have 
been digitized as part of the 
“Connecticut Archives” collection. 

• The index is on the Connecticut State 
Library website. 

• Digitized images of the microfilm can be 
accessed on FamilySearch. Search the 
catalog using the keyword option. 
Access is affiliate only. 



MILITARY SERVICE

• Two publications specifically document 
military service from the State of 
Connecticut: 

• Rolls and Lists of Connecticut Men in the 
Revolution, 1775-1783

• Often called “Rolls and Lists”

• Record of Service of Connecticut Men in 
the War of the Revolution

• Often called “Connecticut Men in the 
Revolution”

• Both have been digitized and are 
available online. 



MILITIA OFFICER APPOINTMENTS

• Militia officer appointments were 
included in the Connecticut 
Archives Collection. 

• The index is on the Connecticut 
State Library website. 

• Digitized images of the microfilm 
can be accessed on FamilySearch. 
Search the catalog using the 
keyword option. Access is affiliate 
only. 



PUBLIC OFFICE

• Records of most state level offices 
can be found in the Public Records 
of the Colony of Connecticut and 
the Public Records of the State of 
Connecticut. 

• These publications have been 
digitized and can be accessed 
using the CT State Library finding 
aid available in your handout. 



LOCAL RECORDS



COUNTY RECORDS

• Middletown was part of Hartford County 
until 1785. 

• In Connecticut, court records are the main 
type of records held on the county level. 

• Most of the Revolutionary War records in 
the courts concerned loyalists. Loyalty 
oaths, commonly done by the county in 
other areas, were given in the towns here.

• An index to loyalist records can be found 
on the Connecticut State Library website. 



MILITIA RECORDS

• While some members of the militia were called up for state level conflicts 
and would have been documented in the state reference books, many 
served only locally  and were called out for “alarms.” 

• These “alarm” groups would only be documented in the town’s records. 

• If Middletown’s militia records are still extent, they have yet to be located. 



NEWSPAPER RECORDS

• Connecticut newspapers did print loyalty oaths. 

• However, Middletown did not have a local publication in the Revolutionary 
period. 



TAX RECORDS

• There is some question as to whether Connecticut taxes would be DAR/SAR qualifying, as 
a percentage was allocated to the military after the tax had been paid. 

• The 1780 beef tax went specifically towards the War, but those records have yet to be 
located. 

• In Connecticut, there are not specific lists of who paid taxes. Rather, the town clerks kept 
something called a “grand list” (still extent, now kept by the tax assessor). It was a list of 
who held property eligible to be taxed that year. 

• To determine if the tax was actually paid, the grand list needs to be compared to the town 
meeting records. Exemptions to tax payments were recorded there. 

• The Revolutionary War era grand lists are held by the Middletown town clerk. 



TOWN MEETING RECORDS

• Someone holding elected office on the town level would be considered a 
qualifying ancestor for the Sons of the American Revolution or Daughters of 
the American Revolution, as they were publicly showing support for the 
Revolutionary cause. 

• Abstracts of the town meeting records have been published in Jolene 
Mullen’s Connecticut Town Meeting Records During the American Revolution. 

• The original books are currently held by the Middlesex County Historical 
Society. 



DOCUMENTING YOUR ANCESTOR’S 
LIFE



VITAL RECORDS

• Birth, death and marriage records began in Connecticut in the 1600s. 

• However, compliance was erratic. Records may exist but do not are 
guaranteed. 

• As clerks could charge to record births, deaths, and marriages, it’s far more 
common to have a record for wealthier families. 



VITAL RECORDS

• To access vital records, go to 
www.familysearch.org. 

• If you do not already have one, 
follow the prompts to create an 
account. This is a free website 
offered by the Church of the 
Latter-day Saints. 

• Once your account is set up, click 
on sign in and follow the prompts. 

http://www.familysearch.org/


VITAL RECORDS

• Once logged in, click on “Search” 
and then “Catalog.” 



VITAL RECORDS

• In the “place” box, enter the 
location in the order: state, county, 
town.

• Click “Search.”



VITAL RECORDS

• On the results list, click on “vital 
records.” 

• Then click on “Records of births, 
marriages, and deaths, 1640-
1921.”



VITAL RECORDS

• On the results list, click on “vital 
records.” 

• Then click on “Records of births, 
marriages, and deaths, 1640-
1921.”



VITAL RECORDS

• On the catalog page, scroll to the 
bottom. 



VITAL RECORDS

• Click on the camera to view the 
microfilm images of the vital 
record books. 



CHURCH RECORDS

• The Congregational Church was the “state church” of Connecticut until 
1818. 

• Its records can sometimes serve as a substitute for vital records. 

• The records are stored by the contemporary political jurisdiction of the 
church. In the Revolutionary period, the towns of Cromwell (“Upper 
Houses”) and Middlefield were part of Middletown. 



CHURCH RECORDS

• The process of accessing church 
record images is similar to 
accessing vital records. 

• Go to “Search,” “Catalog” and put 
the place name in the “place” bar. 

• Click “Search.” 



CHURCH RECORDS

• In the results list, click on “Church 
records” and follow the same 
process to open the records. 



CHURCH RECORDS

• An abstract is also available for all 
the Congregational churches in 
Revolutionary era Middletown 
except for Third Church, Westfield.

• To access, go to 
www.researchitct.org.  

• Click on “Genealogy.”

http://www.researchitct.org/


CHURCH RECORDS

• Click on “Connecticut State 
Library Ancestry.com.”



CHURCH RECORDS

• Look for “Included data 
collections” at the bottom of the 
next page. 

• Click on “Connecticut, U.S., 
Church Record Abstracts, 1630-
1920.”

• Use the search screen on the next 
page.



CHURCH RECORDS

• Not in Connecticut? This collection 
is part of the commercial and 
library editions of Ancestry. 



LAND RECORDS

• Middletown’s land records are held by the Middletown Town Clerk. 

• If you prefer to review the clerk’s copies of these documents, they can be 
accessed in the town clerk’s office in city hall. The onsite index is generally 
easier to use than the one microfilmed by FamilySearch. 

• Digital images of the land record books are accessible from a FamilySearch 
affiliate. 



LAND RECORDS

• To find a FamilySearch affiliate, go 
to FamilySearch and click on the 
question mark in the upper right-
hand corner. 

• Click on “Find a Family History 
Center…”



LAND RECORDS

• Use the map to search for your 
location. 

• Russell Library is a FamilySearch 
affiliate. 



LAND RECORDS

• Once in the affiliate, use the 
catalog to navigate to the town. 

• Click on “Land and property” and 
then on the entry listing the Town 
Clerk as the author. 



LAND RECORDS

• Scroll to the bottom of the catalog 
page to access the digitized 
volumes. 

• Use the “grantor” side of the index 
to find sales and the “grantee” 
side to find purchases. 



PROBATE FILES

• Middletown has served as the seat of the probate district which also covers 
Middlefield and Cromwell since 1752. 

• Estate papers (loose files for the estate) and docket/summary books (also 
called “record books” are both extent for the court. Volume 29 is missing 
(per the Connecticut State Library). 



PROBATE FILES

• To access “record books,” go to the 
listing for Middletown in the 
FamilySearch catalog. 

• Click on the entry for “Probate 
Records” and then “Probate records, 
1752-1917.”

• Records are organized by date. 
While indexes exist at the front of 
the volumes, there is no central 
index. 



PROBATE FILES

• To access estate papers and some record 
books, go to “Connecticut, U.S., Wills and 
Probate Records, 1609-1999”.

• Go to ResearchItCT.org. Click 
“Genealogy” and “CT State Library 
Ancestry.com.”

• On the bottom of the page, click on the 
collection. 

• If browsing, please note: indexing is 
poor. Estate papers are filed under 
Hartford County. 



REPOSITORY CONTACTS



MIDDLESEX COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

• Jesse Nasta, Director

• https://mchsctorg.wordpress.com/

• Full contact information is in your 
handout. 

https://mchsctorg.wordpress.com/


MIDDLETOWN TOWN CLERK

• https://www.middletownct.gov/26
9/Town-Clerk

• Full contact information is in your 
handout. 

https://www.middletownct.gov/269/Town-Clerk


CASE STUDY
Cuff Liberty



MILITARY SERVICE

• Based on Record of service of 
Connecticut men in the I. War of 
the Revolution, Cuff Liberty 
enlisted from Middletown on 27 
March 1778 for the term of the War. 



PERSONAL HISTORY

• No entries in the “Barbour 
Collection,” an index of vital records. 

• No record in the Church Record 
abstracts. 

• Nothing in Connecticut Wills and 
Probate collection.

• No land records or manumission 
records, not uncommon with the 
formerly enslaved.

• So where did he go? 
• A Cuff Liberty is in the 1790 city 

directory for New York. 



CASE STUDY
Return Jonathan Meigs



MILITARY SERVICE

• From “Connecticut Men in the 
Revolution”…

• His first entry.



VITAL RECORDS

• Barbour Collection: • Connecticut Church Record 
Abstracts: 



LAND RECORDS

• He had a number of sales, but 
we’re going to look at Vol. 23, p. 
311.



LAND RECORDS



PROBATE FILES

• Not in Connecticut! He has an extensive post-War history and actually 
settled in Tennessee. 



Questions?
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